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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING? 
WORLD BOOK DAY! We had a fantastic day yesterday. 

The children (and some staff!) enjoyed dressing up and 

sharing their favourite books and reading a section. We also 

had a fantastic pantomime-style assembly (where Preschool 

joined us) to see everyone’s costumes and to share some 

classic books too. 

RHS Awards 

The children were 

very excited to 

receive Level 4 

this week and 

huge box of mixed 

 

Parents’ Evening 
On Wednesday 

and Thursday, we 

held our parents’ 

evening this week. Thank you to everyone 

who attended. I hope that you enjoyed hearing about how 

your child is progressing as well as seeing the changes to the 

learning environment. If you weren’t able to make an 

appointment, please contact your class teacher and they will 

arrange a phonecall or face-to-face meeting. 

Ukraine Link 
Yesterday Sky kids released a video called ‘FYI I don't get 

it' explaining the situation in the Ukraine to children. You 

need to have the Sky app to access this, the link is shared 

below. First News have also made Ukraine special edition 

newspaper (attached below). https://www.sky.com/watch/ 

title/series/1812ee23-2e62-45b3-a32e-5ee379943005 

Science Week Next week, is another exciting week- it’s 

Science Week. The children will take part in an activity each 

day. Miss Wood has also organised a Science Competition. 

The details are attached to this newsletter. Good luck! 

Eyes Down -Easter Bingo is 

back! On the 22nd March, the 

PTA will be holding an Easter 

Bingo. There will be prizes galore. 

This event is open to adults and 

children and the local community, 

so bring your family and friends. 

Save the date as more details will 

follow. 

Well done Kingfisher for a 

great class assembly today! 

Have a lovely weekend,Mrs Price 

seeds. 

Attendance 

Our attendance is really important to 

us and should be above 95%. This week 

it is low at 92% due to Covid-related 

absence and illness. Please let us know 

if your child will be absent from 

school. Each week, the winning class 

receives 10 minutes extra play. 

Robin 94.7% 

Kingfisher 95.5% 

Skylark 90.5% 

Swan 98.1% 

Well done Swan Class! 

http://www.sky.com/watch/
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Diary Dates- 2022 

 
Link for clubs on the website: 

https://weaverhamacademy.org.uk/parents/clubs / 

 
PE - Whole school PE every Wednesday- come to school in your PE kit 

Swimming - From February Half Term until the end of the Summer Term 

– Skylark Class 

 

General Dates: 

Every last day of half term we finish at 2pm 

Celebration Assembly takes place each Friday, apart from the day that 

there is a Class Assembly. If your child is due to receive a certificate, you 

will be informed by your child’s class teacher. This is due to return again 

from 11th March. 

 
Tuesday 22nd March - Easter Bingo -open to all 

Thursday 31st March - Music Festival at Weaverham High 5:15pm for 

Y4,5 &6. Tickets will be available to watch this show. 

Friday 1st April - Skylark Class Assembly- 8:45am 

Friday 1st April - EASTER HOLIDAYS- Back to School - Tuesday 19th April 

 
Monday 2nd May - BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 9th May- Y6 SATS week 

Whole month of May - Y2 SATS 

Monday 20th June - Y6 Bikeabilty this week 

Wednesday 29th June 2022- Sports Day 

Monday 11th July- WHS Transition Week - Y6 

Tuesday 19th July - Swan Leavers Assembly 

WC Monday 4th July KS2 Performance 

6-8th June- Swan Residential 

Wednesday 20th July- SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Thursday 21st July and Friday 22nd July - INSET days 

Saturday 24th September - Open Morning 
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British Science week is starting on 7th March and we are busy planning 

fun activities for the children in school. 

Please join in at home and enter our very first Science competition for a 

chance to win a prize! 

What you need to do: 

• Think of a question. 

• Carry out an investigation. 

• Make a poster, powerpoint, take photographs or write about what 

you found out. 

Entries can be brought into school or emailed to 

admin@weaverhamacademy.org.uk 

Closing date: Tuesday 8th March 2022 

Work will be displayed in the school hall for all to see and winners 

announced in the week! Good luck! 

Ideas to get you started… 

mailto:admin@weaverhamacademy.org.uk
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Where do seeds grow best? Plant cress (grows within 7-10days) and place 

two pots in different places to investigate if needs need light to grow. 
 

How much salt to make an egg float? 
 

Volcano – what mixture of baking soda and vinegar makes the best 
volcano? Add food colour for extra fun! 

 
 

 

What happens to our hearts when we exercise? What exercise makes my 
heart beat fastest? 
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Why is Ukraine in the news? 

Late last year, Russia began positioning around 

100,000 soldiers on its border with Ukraine. In recent 

weeks, more Russian troops began gathering in 

Belarus, which is a Russian ally (friend). Western 

country leaders were worried the Russians were 

preparing for a possible invasion of Ukraine. Now 

that has happened. But why? 

Why is Russia sending troops there? 

Russia says it wants 

to know Ukraine 

won’t join NATO (the 

North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation). NATO 

is an international 

organisation which 

guarantees the 

freedom of its 

member countries. 

Russian president, 

Vladimir Putin, thinks 

that if Ukraine joins, it 

will give the USA and 

its allies (supporters) 

too much power right next to their borders. Russia 

has also demanded NATO removes all troops from 

Bulgaria and Romania. 

NATO members and other countries are against the 

invasion of Ukraine. They argue that Ukraine should 

be free to do what it wants and Russia shouldn’t 

interfere. Western leaders say if Ukraine wants to join 

NATO, it should be free to do so. 

Also, thousands of Russian people who don’t agree 

with President Putin’s decision to go to war have 

been protesting in cities across the country. 
 

Are world leaders trying to resolve 

the crisis? 

Yes. There have been talks between Russia, the USA 

and other countries to 

try to stop the conflict. 

The UK, EU and other 

countries are making 

it tough for Putin by 

bringing in sanctions. 

Sanctions are penalties 

that one country gives 

to another one that 

is behaving badly. 

Sanctions usually 

make it difficult for a 

country to make money 

so it can’t carry on as 

normal. 

Where is Ukraine? 

Ukraine sits between Russia and the central 

European countries of Romania, Slovakia and 

Poland. To the north is Belarus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From 1919 until 1991, Ukraine was part of the Soviet 

Union (also known as the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics – USSR). This was a giant country formed 

after the Russian Revolution began in 1917. In total, 

it was made up of 15 states. All of them became 

independent when the Soviet Union collapsed in 

1991. These former Soviet states include Lithuania, 

Latvia, Estonia and Kazakhstan. 

Russia was the biggest power inside the Soviet Union. 

Many Russians lived and worked in other Soviet 

countries. There are still large Russian communities in 

many of these countries, including Ukraine. 
 

What was the Cold War? 

The Soviet Union was very powerful. After the 

Second World War, another global conflict began, 

known as the Cold War. But this wasn’t a normal war. 

The main countries involved didn’t fight each other, 

but there was always tension because both sides 

feared the other would try to invade them or, worse, 

launch a nuclear war and wipe them out. 

The Cold War saw the Soviet Union and many 

eastern European countries, like Poland and 

Hungary, pitted against NATO which included the 

USA, Canada, UK, and other western European 

countries, like France and West Germany. 

The Cold War ended in 1991, when the Soviet Union 

collapsed. 

But isn’t NATO still in existence? 

Yes, very much so. Although it was set up at the 

start of the Cold War, NATO didn’t break up when the 

conflict ended. In fact, it has expanded. 

In 2004, former Soviet states Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania joined NATO. Russia was not happy about 

this. It meant that an organisation that it considered 

an enemy now had troops on its eastern border. 

The decision to allow former Soviet states to join 

NATO also upset Russia because, back in 1990 and 

1991, many western leaders assured the Russians 

they would not look to expand NATO eastward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What happened to Ukraine after the 

Cold War? 

Since it became its own country after the collapse 

of the Soviet Union, Ukraine has mostly been quite 

friendly towards Russia. But some Ukrainians want to 

be closer to the European Union and to join NATO. 

When an uprising in early 2014 forced the pro- 

Russian president of Ukraine to quit, it seemed the 

country might change direction and become very 

pro-Western. Putin acted fast, and sent in Russian 

soldiers to take control of Crimea. This region 

of southern Ukraine used to be part of Russia. It 

remains under Russian control today. 

Russia also sent its troops to support pro-Russian 

rebel fighters in their war against Ukrainian 

government forces in the eastern part of Ukraine. 

This conflict, which began in 2014, is ongoing. 

There are many Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine 

who prefer to be close to Russia, not the West. But 

western leaders say that is no excuse for Russia to 

wade in and support a war. 

Every week, First News will help you to make sense 

about what is going on in Ukraine. You can also 

watch FYI, the Sky Kids children’s news show, at 

first.news/educationTV to find out more. 

If you are worried, speak to an adult you trust or 

contact Childline on 0800 11 11. 
 

3. HEADLINES FirstNews Issue 815 

UKRAINE 
WHAT’S 

RUSSIA has invaded Ukraine and started a war. Why did they do that 

and what’s going on? 

GOING ON? 
A Ukrainian soldier in a trench 

in the east of the country 
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   Joe Biden   
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